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The supplementary cards that had to be filled in for each household in line with the
population census of 17 May 1939 – as long as one fellow occupant was of Jewish origin have mostly been retained at the Federal Archives and show descent and university
degrees in addition to name, date of birth and address of the Jewish population.
The population census, including a business and occupation census of the German Reich,
which had already been scheduled for 1938 was postponed by one year to 17 May 1939 due
to the annexation of Austria.1 Being a special census it also covered the supplementary cards,
which had to be filled in for each household giving details about origin and educational
background.2 While in the census of 16 June 1933 the religious affiliation had been
questioned, they now only wanted to know about any Jewish origin in terms of the Racial
Laws of Nuremberg in accordance with the National Socialist ideology. In order to obtain
correct details, massive penalties were threatened on the one hand while on the other hand
discretion of those counting was officially assured; the counters were to receive the cards in a
sealed envelope. They also promised a purely statistical evaluation. Provided that one of the
household members had answered the question asking for a Jewish grandparent with yes, the
supplementary cards were brought – after their regular evaluation by the Statistical Authority
of the Reich, the State Statistical Offices and the registry offices of the police – to the Reich
Office of Genealogy being the only authority, which was responsible for genealogical
research and origin verification.
Whether that material was actually used for the preparation of the deportations, as frequently
suspected,3 could not be proved so far despite the odd violation of the Statistics Secret Act,
and is rather unlikely due to the fact that the material had only been available in the
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registration offices in April/May 1941 and as of January 1942 in the Office of Genealogy of
the Reich.4 The majority of cards survived the war probably in the premises of the Reich
Office of Genealogy in the Oranienburger Straße 28 (a building of the Jewish Community of
Berlin which was confiscated after 9 November 1938), which had occasionally been used for
disclosure purposes since the late 1940s by the Jewish Community in East Berlin.5
In 1981 the Federal Archivs – in the course of the preparation of the first edition of the
Memorial Book– as well as the Leo-Baeck-Institute in New York and the memorial place Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem made efforts to facilitate a possible evaluation and picturisation of the
supplementary cards. Although both motions were rejected, the Archives Administration run
by the GDR had detected the significance of the supplementary cards and took care of them
afterwards.6 When the cards ended up in the Federal Archives through the takeover of the
Central State Archive of the GDR in the early 90s, they were allocated to inventory R 1509
Reich Office of Genealogy.
Since the documents are at risk of being decayed by acid and microfilming could not provide
a fully adequate replacement due to the yellowish mechanical pulp paper and the fading
writing utensils of different colours, the Federal Archives began digitizing them in 1992. This
was carried out with the aid of different ABM staff over a period of several years. 7 Since 2001
the so-called VZ database has been available in access 97 formate for scientific use. Scientific
users can now access that database on application after reducing the retention period in the
reading room of the Federal Archives in Berlin-Lichterfelde, while the actual supplementary
cards have been taken out of use for reasons of conservation.8

3

Cp. ALY/ROTH, Erfassung (as in note Fehler: Referenz nicht gefunden), page 12; SAUL FRIEDLÄNDER, Das Dritte
Reich und die Juden, volume 1: Die Jahre der Verfolgung 1933-1939, München 1998, page 218.
4
Cp. WIETOG, Volkszählungen (as in note Fehler: Referenz nicht gefunden), pages 166ff and 189ff;
EXNER/SCHIMANY, Volkszählung (as in note Fehler: Referenz nicht gefunden), pages 137f and 154.
5
Cp. VÖLSCHOW, Ergänzungskarten (as in note Fehler: Referenz nicht gefunden), pages 143 and 149, note 10.
6
Cp. VÖLSCHOW, Ergänzungskarten (as in note Fehler: Referenz nicht gefunden), page 144.
7
How to proceed when digitizing compare BRACHMANN-TEUBNER, revised edition (as in note Fehler: Referenz
nicht gefunden), pages 277ff.
8
Cp. UNDINE VÖLSCHOW, Juden in Deutschland vor der Vernichtung. Die Ergänzungskarten über Abstammung
und Vorbildung aus der Volkszählung vom 17. Mai 1939. Pressekonferenz am 10. September 2001, in:
Mitteilungen aus dem Bundesarchiv 9 (2001), booklet 3, pages 6-8; Statements by JULIAN NIDA-RÜMELIN, MICHAEL
WOLFFSOHN, PAUL SPIEGEL und HARTMUT WEBER, in: Ibidem, pages 9-13.

2

Table 1: Results of the population census of 17 May 1939 in terms of persons of Jewish
origin9
Origin acc. to National Socialist
-classification
Jews
(at least three Jewish grandparents)
Jewish half-breeds of first degree
(two Jewish grandparents)
Jewish half-breeds of second degree
(one Jewish grandparent)
Total number of people of Jewish origin
Non-Jews
Unclear data
Total number of registered people

Official
result
Number
233,646

Supplementary cards
passed on
Number
Distribution
203,765
49.60%

Share of persons
passed on by name
in %
87.21%

52,005

45,982

11.20%

88.42%

32,669

27,784

6.80%

85.05%

318,320

277,531
126,599
6,790
410,920

30.80%
1.70%
100.00%

87.19%

There is evidence of approximately 130,000 households in the existing supplementary cards
with at least one Jewish household member according to the Nuremberg Laws stating
altogether approximately 277,500 citizens with their full name, date and place of birth, their
origin as well as their precise address as per deadline 17 May 1939 (see table 1). Since the
supplementary cards covered all individuals of a household, there is also a large number of
non-Jewish persons recorded on those cards and therefore also recorded in the database.
Unfortunately, the forms did not require any details on the relationships of those who lived in
one household, so that conclusions on family backgrounds are sometimes self-evident, if there
is any doubt, though, there is no clear evidence.
If you compare these numbers with the result of the population census officially published in
1940 resp. 1944, it is clear that only about 87.2 % of all people living in the German Reich,
who are of Jewish origin, are known by name due to the supplementary cards. The reason for
this is that the supplementary cards for the state of Thuringia, the Rhine Province, the
adminstrative districts Erfurt and Minden as well as some Bavarian districts have not been
passed on. Only part of the missing cards – for instance those for the administrative districts
Minden and parts of the cards from Cologne – were actually destroyed by air raids. The
supplementary cards for Thuringia and the majority of those for the Rhine Province were
stored at the reserve post of the Reich Office of Genealogy in Schloss Rathsfeld in
Roßla/Harz where they were probably eliminated in 1945.10
The records of the population census of 17 May 1939 provide a clear picture of the Jews
living in Germany prior to the major deportations and give details about the whereabouts and
the exact address, which in most cases must have been the last freely chosen address as well
as the living conditions of individuals. The supplementary cards are therefore an important
source for relatives and family researchers, scientists and the culture of commemoration.
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