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APEnet - an EU funded Project for a 
Gateway to Archives in Europe 

Angelika Menne-Haritz 

About the Project 

•  Initiated by the European Board of National 
Archivists from the 23 member states (EBNA) 

•  One of five priority actions described in the 
Report on the Situation of Archives in the 
enlarged European Union, 2005 

•  PMT = Spain, France, Netherlands, Sweden, 
Germany 
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URL: !
www.apenet.eu 

Partners: 
12 + 2 National Archives 
+ EDL Foundation 

Funds: 
2,4 Mill " 

Union Finding Aid in the Center  

•  Combines descriptive information from a great 
variety of archives 

•  Wants to make their diversity visible 
•  Integrates single finding aids into a network of 

contexts 
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Intended Functionalities 

•  Integrated presentation 
–  From overview to details  
–  Look and feel of e-books 
–  Selection of relevant parts inside the structures before 

starting a search 
•  Including digital material if wanted by the 

archives 
–  Accessible directly from the descriptions 

•  Supported by open source tools for contributors 

Combination of Search and 
Structured Navigation 

Search Area 
Navigation: 
Countries 

Selected 
Finding aids 
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Holdings Guide 
(with selection possibilities) 

Link to 
Finding aid 

Finding Aid 

Navigation with 
series titles 
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 Search Results 

Result list – in 
the sequence of 
the structure 

Detailed View with Hits in Context 

Search term 
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Embedded Search 

The Overall Structure 
•  Three levels 

–  Archival landscape (on top – like an umbrella - EAD) 
–  Holdings guide for each content provider (in the 

middle - EAD) 
•  With horizontal links to expanded information on records 

creators (EAC) 

–  Finding aids for records groups (at the bottom - EAD) 
•  Descriptive units 
•  With horizontal links to digital reproductions 

•  Links between the data files for navigation 
–  Created by the HTML presentation  
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The Vertical Links   

•  Complete data files on each of the three levels 
–  With internal hierarchy (expressed in EAD) 

•  Links between the files 
–  Mainly with <otherfindaid> <p> <extref> 
–  No use of namespaces 

•  File names are identificators (anchors) for links 
–  F.i. provided by the holdings guides and used for 

naming finding aids when uploaded 
–  documented inside the holdings guide or finding aid 

files with @identifyer in <eadid> 

Standards and Relations 

EAD 
Archival landscape 

Holdings guides 

Finding aids 

institutions 
- EAG 

records creators  
-  EAC      

display of image sets 
-  METS 
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The Use of EAD 

•  Definition of APEnetEAD profiles 
–  For APEnet finding aids (main version) 
–  For holdings guides (subset of finding aid) 
–  For archival landscape (pure structure) 

•  Categories of elementes 
–  IDs (in parts automatically generated) 
–  Links (for internal display purposes) 
–  Content (for presentation, navigation and search in 

the gateway)  

Three Pillars Model 
•    
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Union Finding Aid 

decentralized  
data 

transmitted  
to the central host 

combined to 
 other data 
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For Contributors: 
 a Joint Publication Platform 

Workflow 
–  Export data from local data base 
–  Convert it to the APEnetEAD profile (with tools 

provided by the project) 
–  Upload the data and initiate the indexing 
–  Monitor lists of own finding aids  
–  Delete or overwrite own finding aids 

For Users: 
 a Research Platform 

Discover unknown territories 
–  Relevant areas can be selected before starting a key 

term search 
–  Results are sorted according to the sequence in the 

structure – no automated ranking 
–  Contexts are offered on demand – in the list of results 
–  Hits are shown in context in the finding aids - like in e-

books 
–  A navigation tree with series titles is always available 

for investigating other areas 
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Some Experiences 
•  We continue the strategy: de-centralized data 

with centralized technical infrastructure 
•  We want as little automated procedures as 

possible for content providers as for users 
–  No automated processing of data, instead guaranty  

of transparency 
–  No automated ranking of search results 

•  We try to avoid the use of a relational database 
–  Start with a file system 
–  Planning to use a repository (DSpace) 

More Information 

Website of the project: 
www.apenet.eu 


