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Introduction

Access to Archives or A2A (http://www.a2a.org.uk/):

* started in 2000, now 4th and last phase, Archives 4 All, to
end March 2008

* is a great success achieving professional objectives and
popular with users online


http://www.a2a.org.uk/
http://www.a2a.org.uk/
http://www.a2a.org.uk/

Introduction

This paper will look at:

* Why did it come about and what were its goals?
* How were the goals achieved?
* Where next for A2A?
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Background

There are many strands to the national archives network:

* A2A: mainly English local archive repositories

 Catalogues of national repositories (e.g. TNA, British Library,
National Archives of Scotland, National Library of Wales, Public
Record Office of Northern Ireland)

* Catalogues from other regional programmes and in other
sectors (e.g. Scottish Archives Network (SCAN), Archives
Network Wales (ANW), Archives Hub for UK Higher Education)
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Background

A2A established as part of policy agenda in late 1990’s:

* Developments in information and communications technology
(ICT), especially the Internet

* Professional desire to provide online access to information
about and representations of archives — a national archives
network

* Government demands use of ICT to further policies relating to
quality public services, education, social inclusion and
democratic accountability
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Background

A professional priority is to use the Internet to widen access to
archives:

* Long term goal is digital representations of popular archives
* First step comprehensive online access to finding aids
* Encourage greater use of archives in education

* Reach out to new audiences to better reflect UK’s social
diversity
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Background

Priorities from government then focussed on services to users
but achievement means a number of linked activities for
archive professionals:

* Funding acquisition

* Partnership working

* Digital content creation

* Standards development and application

* Professional skills development
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Funding

A2A is making best use of funding opportunities:

* Dual funding model developed

* A2A central team mainly funded by UK Treasury and TNA with
contributions from other partners

* A2A Projects mainly funded by UK lottery — Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) has awarded nearly £4 million so far.

* Changes in priorities of main funder reflected in the current
Archives 4 All phase themes of community and education
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Partnership

A2A is working in partnership:

* For the central programme TNA and British Library in
partnership, governed by representative steering group

* A2A made up of over 120 projects which are also partnerships
made up of of over 400 holders of archives, including:
* Regional
* Theme based

* Community
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Content creation

A key aim of A2A has been retro-conversion of legacy finding
aids:

* 1 million pages of finding aids or
* 100,000 archive collections or
* 10 million catalogue entries

Single conversion contract has achieved economies of scale as
actual costs are 40% lower than estimated
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Content creation

* Still many collections with no finding aids, but 40 A2A projects
create over 75 for important collections and many 1000’s of
collection level descriptions

* Archives 4 All projects:

* Little retro-conversion
* Some cataloguing, but community as well as traditional archives
* Oral history, digitisation and websites

* Local events and exhibitions
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Standards

* Description standard — ISAD(G): A2A asks for minimum
conformity for legacy finding aids and elements considered
essential for data exchange for new finding aids

* Authority controlled terms for creators and access points
formatted according to local rules for names and UNESCO
Thesaurus for subjects, but no archival authority records as
ISAAR(CPF)

* A2A data structure standard is Encoded Archival Description
(EAD) used to capture and quality assure electronic finding
aids, return them to contributors and as basis for A2A XML
online database
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Professional skills

A2A has helped give archivists the necessary skills and
expertise and provides training, advice and guidance In:

* Funding application
* Practical use of description and technical standards

* Project and financial management methods and tools
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Professional skills

A2A is in continuous communication with contributors:

* Advice and guidance available online
* Regular meetings with contributors held
* Regular news by e-mails and articles in professional media

* Each project has a dedicated A2A contact



A2A database -
http://www.a2a.org.uk/

* Finding aids mounted on simple website in searchable form -

* A prototype of the national archives network

* A single gateway giving access to distributed archive
resources


http://www.a2a.org.uk/
http://www.a2a.org.uk/
http://www.a2a.org.uk/
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Technical
Architecture

* EAD finding aids in SGML converted and normalised as XML
* Loaded into XML document management system

* Structure encoded as EAD used as basis for indexing and
searching functionality

* Search results presented to users in 3 views by ‘on the fly’
XSL conversion to HTML
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LWL The English strand of

2 to the UK archives network
A Archives

Troubleshooting | Site Map

Welcome to AZA

The A24 database contains catalogues describing archives held lacally in What's New? XML

England and Wales and dating from the eighth century to the present day. The A2 database was last

updat_ed in March 2007 and now
Click the Search hutton to search these catalogues contains 10 million records
relating to 9.2 million iterns held
o _ o in 411 recard offices and ather
A2A does not yet offer a full description of aif local archives but it is repositaries.

reqularly updated, so revisit often for newly-included catalogues!

Far mare details, see the list of

catalogues which are Mew This

Month ar see the latest news
Or try a Global Search of AZ4 with 10 other resources based at THA. .. fromn the Central Tearn,

Far information on what to look

) . . out for in the future, see 424
Usage since launch: 12.2 million searches | 29.7 million catalogue downloads Projects in Progress,

heosted by
Supported h)‘thc
Heritage Lottery Fund

&

Copyright & 2001-2007, The National Archives - Leqal Disclairner - About cackies

the national archives

Copyright:
Feproduced by Permission of
English Heritags, MMR

rights LYew afong & wiage street [Chifton Ramoden, Oxfordshire] in the spring of 1884
Enaglish Heritage Mational Monurments Record: Henry W Taunt, ref, CC72/00456
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LWLYEEEE The English strand of S @ h
~At

he
A Archives Data base >

Home | h A2A | About 4248 | Mew AZA Users | Family Histary ! ch Interests | Useful Links | Contact Us

Exit Session Troubleshooting | Site Map

Search

Standard Search
Standard Search

Extended Search Type a word or exact phrase into the box and click Search - you can also scroll to
People, Places use the other options available below, or use the links on the left hand side of the
and Subjects page. Use help links for more information on each option.

Help with Searching

Keyword (or phrase)

[Windmil [ search | help

Location of Archives
| English Heritage National Monuments Record ~ | help

English Region or Wales
all v help

Dates of Archives

Find descriptions of archives dated between the years: | | and | |h'31E
Find descriptions of archives dated far a specific year: I:l help

Dates of Catalogues
Search only in catalogues added to AZ2A since: | 2007 - June V| hely
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Home | ch AZA | About AZA Mew A2 sers ‘ i 1 Useful Links | Contact Us

Exit Session | Back Troubleshooting | Site Map

|Sorty|:|ur results... v| m

64 catalogues were found to match Windmill
Shown below are catalogues 1 to 25 (of 64)

English Heritage Mational Monuments Record: Gordon Barnes [MFO00291 - MFOOO533] 1940-1984 155 hit(sy
English Heritage National Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXA01/01/02: MF98/00556 - MF98,/01119] 1931-1933 147 hit{s)
English Heritage National Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02: MF98/01120 - MFO8/01644] 1931-1983 120 hit{sy L
English Heritage Mational Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXA01/01/02: BBO9S/30082 - MF98/00555] 1931-1984 111 hit{sy
English Heritage National Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02:) AADS/12214 - AADEB/13403] 1931-1933 110 hit{sy
English Heritage Mational Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02: AAD8/15868 - AADB/17185] 1931-1983 82 hit(s)
English Heritage National Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02: AADS/09787 - AADB/11428] 1931-19832 E£9 hit{sh
English Heritage Mational Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02) AASB/O7736 - AADB/09786] 1931-1933 E7 hit(sy
English Heritage National Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02: AAD8/06681 - AADB/07735] 1931-1983 E4 hit(s)
English Heritage Mational Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD01/01/02: AADE/15091 - AADB/15867] 1931-19832 E2 hit{sy
English Heritage National Monuments Record: Hallam Ashley [HXAD1/01/02: MF98/01645 - OPOO3&7] 1930-1933 E1 hit(sy

Frnlish Heritane KMatinnal Manniments Rernrd: Fetate Sales Particolars TSenn47n - senna2?:] 1877-1971 45 hitf=h b
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English Heritage Mational Monuments Record: Enic de Mare [AA98/04752 - AASE/05488]

|

The contents of this catalogue are the copyright of English Heritage National Monuments Record
Rights in the Access to Archives database are the property of the Crown, @ 2001-2006

To find out more about the archives descnbed below, contact English Heritage Mations! Monuments Becord

Eric De Ma 3 The National Archives | Search the archives | ARCHON Directory |..

Catalogue Ref.

[Access Conditions]
Public

FILE - GEMERAL WIEW (General view) - ref. AA9B/05261 - date: 1945 -
[Access Conditions] Public

a [from Scope and Content] Chesterton Windmill, Chesterton, Chests)
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[Chesterton Windmill, Chesterton, Chesterton and Kingston, Warwi

FILE - GEMERAL WIEW “WITH MODERMN ELECTRICITY GEMERATIMG PLAMT IM
1980

[Access Conditions] Public

HSEE THIS PHOTOGRAFPH OMLIMNE 3
[Morth Leverton Windmill, Morth Leverton With Habblesthorpe, Mott
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the national archives Friday 30 March
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Repository details
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English Heritage
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The contents of this catalogue are the copyright of English Heritage National Monuments Record
Rights in the Access to Archives database are the property of the Crown, @ 2001-2006

To find out more about the archives descnbed below, contact English Heritage Mations! Monuments Becord
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Home | fibo f \ | ] b | Useful Links | Contact Us

Exit Session Troubleshooting | Site Map

Search

People, Places and Subjects help
Standard Search

Extended Search Use these options to search terms which have been specially selected and added
People, Places to catalogues describing archives which are particularly rich in information about
and Subjects individual pecple, specific families or organisations, places, or subjects. Search

results are whole AZA4 catalogues, Follow the steps to search any one of the

Help with Searching - " - ' -
options, For more information, see the Help with Searching.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
[chonse OME of the (type the first few letters of a (then click 'pick from list' ta begin
options below) ward in the boxl searching)
PEQPLE
Persons I:l pick from list help
eq. hill [for Hillyard]
Families I:l pick from list help

eq, par [for Parker]

Organisations pick from list

eg, unit [for United]

i
il

PLACES pick from list help

eq. lon [for London]

SUBJECTS I:l pick from list help



A2A and the users

A2A is very popular!

Since June 2001:

* 13 million searches

* 30 million downloads
or currently

* 250000 people a month looking at 700000 finding aids
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A2A and the users

We have sought information from users:

* Questionnaire completed by over 6000 new users shows A2A
reaching the traditional UK audience for archives:

*80% mainly interested in Family History
*40% are over 51
*Less than 5% describe ethnic origin as anything other than ‘white’

* S0 need to widen reach still, but encouraging that 50% say
they are using finding aids and archives for the first time



A2A and the users

Evaluation of the site has also included a number
of focused sessions with users working with the
A2A site and others, resulting in over 50 changes
making A2A clearer and easier to use
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The future?

A2A a great success, but much has changed in 7 years:

* While much retro-conversion left to do, archive services no
longer need the same level of support

* Funding situation changed
*Lottery different priorities including 2012 London Olympics
*TNA reviewing its spending

* S0 no more content generation phases, but securing A2A
database for the future
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Contact

Email:
william.stockting@nationalarchives.gov.uk
Tel:

020 8392 5361
WWW:
www.a2a.org.uk (A2A site)

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/a2a/ (info site)
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