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“Begin with the end in mind”
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The challenge of growth

Production Use

+ ~270% (22)+ ~30% (22) → +~84% (28) + ~138% (22) 
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Access online

Long-term objective: everyone should have access to archived information any time and 

anywhere, and be able to use it to the extent permitted by law.
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Simple search - Online access to the Federal Archives (admin.ch)

https://www.recherche.bar.admin.ch/recherche/%23/en/search/simple
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Digitisation process

1. Preparation 2. Scanning 3. Checking 4. Processing 5. Safeguarding
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Digitisation

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

Digitisation: number of 

pages 
1,537,111 1,500,364 939,574 485,558 216,660 858,866

Pages digitised internally: 

number
1,537,111 1,500,364 939,574 428,404 214,119 302,700

Digitisation: number of 

dossiers
4,708 4,703 4,033 2,709 1,958 5,868

Archival units delivered in 

digital form 
21,600 17,300 9,369 3,978 3,432 3,046

Percentage of dossiers 

consulted digitally 

compared to dossiers 

supplied in analogue format 

44% 41% 32% 11% 9% 9%



Eidgenössisches Departement des Innern EDI

Schweizerisches Bundesarchiv BAR

Reading Room at home

Stefan Nellen & Marine van den Driessche, 28.06.2023
9

Production – control | kanban
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Challenges

 -

 20,00

 40,00

 60,00

 80,00

 100,00

 120,00

 140,00

 160,00

 180,00

 200,00

 Waiting time for digitisation

 Time taken for digitisation

Waiting time and time taken for digitisation (days) 2022



Eidgenössisches Departement des Innern EDI

Schweizerisches Bundesarchiv BAR

Reading Room at home

Stefan Nellen & Marine van den Driessche, 28.06.2023
11

Contacts and information

twitter.com/CH_Bundesarchiv

facebook.com/Bundesarchiv.Schweiz

youtube.com/Bundesarchiv

instagram.com/ch_bundesarchiv/

linkedin.com/company/bar-afs

→ www.bar.admin.ch

Contacts

• Stefan Nellen, Head of Information Access Division, stefan.nellen@bar.admin.ch

• Marine Van Den Driessche, Head of Digitisation Service, marine.vandendriessche@bar.admin.ch
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