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The National archives : 

a creation of the French 
Revolution

"deposit of all the acts that
establish the constitution of the
kingdom, its public law, its laws
and its distribution into

departments".

Law of 7 Messidor of Year II 
(1794)
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3 main principles which still 
applied today:

• centralization of the 
nation's archives

• free public access

• the need for a national 
archives network
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2021 Key figures
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PARIS : the Quadrangle Rohan-Soubise in the Marais
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Quadrangle 

Rohan-Soubise in Paris



The parliament gallery
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Storage area called « Les Grands dépôts »



« L’armoire de fer » : the Iron cabinet

Armoire de fer
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Emblematic records from the Archives museum
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Archival description by item



Classification and cotation
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55 000 microfilms produced between 1941-1996
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ARCHIM database
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FONTAINEBLEAU : setting up in a NATO headquarters building, in 1969 
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The « Comb » 
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New units for the archives, Fontainebleau
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Mass storage in Fontainebleau
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DIMAB®
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Nominative databases : QUIDAM, NATNUM…



Base LEONORE 
Records of the members ot the National Order of the Legion of Honor
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https://www.leonore.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/ui/


PIERREFITTE-SUR-SEINE : A city for the National archives
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Pierrefitte-sur-Seine
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Compactus and climatisation system in Pierrefitte-sur-Seine
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SIA

archival information system



Preservation Today Addressing mass digitization and protection of originals alike, An International Conference of the Federal Archives, Germany, 28-29 june 2023

Encoding 30 000 inventories in xml-ead
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Archives nationales online catalogue

https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/rechercheconsultation/recherche/ir/rechercheGeneralisteResultat.action?formCaller=GENERALISTE&searchText=exposition+universelle
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Organizational chart



Restoration workshop
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Preventive preservation
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Curative conservation
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Conservation treatments
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Conservation treatments
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Repackaging



Repackaging
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digitization workshop for extra large formats
mounted on a vacuum and magnet board
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digitization workshop for A1 item or books with glass and book holder
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digitization workshop with high resolution Metis scanner
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digitization guidelines and standards

Phototypes

24 x 36 mm = 2400 PPI

10 x 12,5 mm = 1200 PPI

13 x 18 mm = 600 PPI

18 x 24 mm = 300 PPI

Calculate the resolution according to 
the original size : scale 1.1

Below A6 = 2400 PPI
Equal to A6 = 600 PPI
Over A6 = 300 PPI
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Color calibration and multi-function reference cards
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Multi-year programme



Scientific, cultural and educational projects
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Strategic Plan 2021-2025
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https://www.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/documents/10157/11403/Strat%C3%A9gie+2021-2025+des+Archives+nationales/
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Rethinking the scientific and material preparation
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Rethink the 
scientific and 

material 
preparation

write vade-mecum of 
preventive 

conservation and 
restoration adapted 

to the objects

create an 
outsourced 
digitization 

preparation service

Archival preservation 
project : counting 

and condition reports

Restoration 
contracts

better adapt the 
treatment to the 

documents

find the balance 
between preventive 

conservation and 
restoration

find the balance 
between 

outsourced and in-
house restoration

Determine the value 
of documents and 

adapt the restoration 
level according to this 

classification

not striving for 
excellence and 

accepting 
“imperfect” 
digitizations

schedule projects 
requiring a 

significant processing 
phase in long-term 

planning

Dusting contracts



Improving, simplifying and streamlining procedures
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Improve and 
clarify 

processes

Redesign the 
images 

repository

simplify and 
systematize the 

articulation between 
digitization tables and 

inventories

training in data 
processing tools 
(OpenRefine…)

training to transform 
csv data into xml data

computerization 
and automation of 

processes

Acquire a post-
production tool

Automate 
uploading to digital 
library and linking 

of images to 
inventories

Acquire a 
workflow tool



Optimizing the multi-year programme
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Improve 
programming

Define a wide 
audience 

programme

Define emblematic 
archival corpus  

that make 
reference

Improve knowledge 
and 

awareness of citizen
expectations

Create evaluation 
and steering tools

Document and 
archive digitization 

projects

Implement 
collaborative project 

management tool

Generate 
meaningful 

statistics

Rethink the multi-
year programme

create a decision-
instance to prioritize 

projects



Improving the service to the public
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Improve public 
service through 

digitization

Improve 
communication of 
digitized archives

map the digitized 
collections and 

present them with 
data visualisation 

tools

Inform the public 
about past, 

current and future 
programming

offer inaccessible 
resources online

Put the internal 
media library on 

line

Map and put online 
the digitized 

records not yet 
available 

Create a 
secured online 

access

Offer an on-
demand scanning 

service



Today
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Tomorrow in Pierrefite-sur-Seine
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2027 : a tower to store and process a further 100 lkm
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North façade for workshops and treatment operations
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Warehouses

and 

workshop area
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Meet you there !

Flore Hervé, head of the department of image and sound

Flore.herve@culture.gouv.fr

mailto:Flore.herve@culture.gouv.fr
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