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The Ministry for State Security (MfS) collected and 
processed numerous details about individuals who 
had attracted its attention. The present booklet 
of documents shows how this was done, how the 
information found its way into records and the 
profound consequences this could have for the 
individuals concerned.

... AND THIS WAS A REASON 
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A CASE FROM THE STASI RECORDS ARCHIVE 
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FOREWORD Roughly seven kilometres of records, nearly 2.3 million 
index cards, some 71,000 photographic documents, 
and more than 200 audio and film recordings: This 
is the bulk of material left behind by the District 
Administration for State Security in Karl-Marx-Stadt. 
It is an impressive testament to the SED dictatorship’s 
huge apparatus of surveillance and repression at the 
site. 

Both this brochure and the accompanying exhibition 
with the title … and this was a reason for imprison­
ment … present an example from the material left 
behind by the Stasi. The documents presented here, 
which include records from the operational case report 
‘Kleber’, describe the fate of two school friends, Rocco 
Schettler and Enrico Seewald, after they became a 
target of the Stasi. It covers their leaflet campaigns, the 
measures taken by the Stasi, which became a matter 
of ‘top priority’, the young men’s imprisonment and 
their subsequent release to the West. Moreover, the 
documents attest to the young men’s courage while 
also exposing the rulers’ fear of their own people: To 
secure their rule, they had to resort to oppression and 
repression.

A few years after Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald 
were convicted, the world looked much different to 
those in power in the GDR. More and more courageous 
citizens began openly demonstrating for their rights. 
In the fall of 1989, the SED and Stasi had no means left 
to stop the protests. The Peaceful Revolution ultimately 
led to the end of the dictatorship.

The Stasi Records Archive, which emerged from the 
Peaceful Revolution and became part of the Federal 
Archives in June 2021, promotes the critical reappraisal 
of the SED dictatorship. It also functions as a service 
provider for research into GDR regional history. 
We support local educational work with events and 
publications, such as this brochure.

The documents presented here came from the Stasi 
files. They provide insight into the methods and 
everyday work of the secret police. They also show the 
wide variety of preserved files. With this booklet and 
the accompanying exhibition, we invite you to take a 
closer look at the Stasi files and the SED dictatorship. 

The large-format photographs, written documents, 
and a few faithful reproductions of original documents 
in the exhibition make this regional case study easy 
to grasp. The exhibition’s modular structure allows 
visitors to move through the presentation at their 
own pace, according to their personal time constraints 
and interests. Visitors interested in more in-depth 
information can book a free guided tour.

I wish you an interesting read and look forward to your 
visit to the Federal Archives in the Chemnitz regional 
office of the Stasi Records Archive!

Dr. Annette Zehnter
Regional Office Director
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THE OPERATIONAL 
CASE REPORT 

1
From October 1980 to November 1981, two friends, 
Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald, secretly distribu-
ted more than 400 self-made leaflets in and around 
Karl-Marx-Stadt. They attached them to poles and 
notice boards, placed them behind the windscreen 
wipers of parked cars and dropped them into private 
letterboxes. The leaflets called for freedom of expres-
sion and other rights and were signed ‘The 17 June 
1953 Group’.

On 20 October 1980, one day after the first leaflet 
action, the Stasi began searching for the ‘perpetrators’ 
and systematically questioning people in the areas 
where the leaflets were found.  

On 30 June 1981, the Operational Case Report (OV) 
‘Kleber’ was opened – initially against unknown 
persons. The Stasi’s aim was to achieve ‘rapid person
alisation’ and ‘comprehensive clarification’ so that 
investigation proceedings could be opened under 
Section 106 (‘anti-state agitation’) of the GDR Criminal 
Code. 

An OV was a file category of the Ministry for State 
Security (MfS) that held the highest, most intense level 
of secret intelligence, surveillance and persecution.

An OV documented a political and secret police 
investigation that was partly conspiratorial and 
involved informants (IM). It was directed against 
unknown persons or persons who, based on GDR law, 
were suspected of having committed or of planning 
to commit a criminal offence.

The people targeted by an OV became victims of secret 
service ‘processing’ by the MfS, which meant that they 
and their social environment – family, friends, col
leagues, neighbours – became the focus of an intense 
investigation. Basic rights such as personal data 
protection, personal privacy or the sanctity of one’s 
home were irrelevant here. 

For months, the Stasi tried unsuccessfully to track 
down the authors of the leaflets. The head of the MfS 
district administration, Siegfried Gehlert, eventually 
elevated the case to ‘core operational work’ which 
made it a ‘top priority’.
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← p. 8 

Cover sheet of the operational case report created by the Stasi to inves-
tigate the leaflet campaigns. The case was given the code name ‘Kleber’ 
(glue) – in reference to the fact that some of the leaflets were found pasted 
on lamp posts and notice boards. 

→ p. 10 

Opening statement on the ‘Kleber’ operational case report from 30 June 
1981. It describes four leaflet campaigns, including one against the school 
subject ‘socialist military education’. It also states the aim of the measure: 
‘The prompt identification and comprehensive clarification of the perpe
trator and the initiation of investigation proceedings with imprisonment 
in accordance with Article 106 of the GDR Criminal Code’.

→ p. 11

With reference to the opening report, the decision was made on 30 June 
1981 to initiate a secret police investigation as part of the operational case. 
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← p. 12

Telegram from the head of the Stasi district administration in Karl-
Marx-Stadt from 12 August 1981 with the instruction ‘not to concentrate 
exclusively on reactionary church circles (young congregation, social 
peace service, conscientious objectors on religious grounds) in the 
search for the perpetrators.’ The measures should also take into account 
people whose political views aligned with those expressed in the leaflets. 
Accordingly, all information already available to the Stasi should be 
included in the search.

→ p. 14–17

Telegram from the head of the Stasi district administration (BV) in Karl-
Marx-Stadt from 11 November 1981: Instruction to all operational service 
units to ‘significantly increase’ their search efforts ‘in order to concentrate 
the entire strength of the BV on the fastest possible liquidation of the 
perpetrator(s)’. On the basis of a suspect hypothesis, all available informa
tion on ‘enemy-negative persons’ should be re-examined. The case was 
given top priority. 

→ p. 18

Stasi sketch of the areas where the leaflets were distributed, with small 
pictograms to show where they were placed: Lamp posts, notice boards, 
parked cars.

→ p. 19

Stasi sketch of the areas in the city of Stollberg where the leaflets were 
distributed, with small pictograms to show where they were placed: 
Lamp posts, waste containers, construction trailers.
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THE CENTRAL 
INDEXES 

2
In total, around 5,700 different indexes with approxi-
mately 41 million index cards from the State Security 
have been preserved. The vast majority of these files 
refer to individuals. They contain very different types 
of information, ranging from general facts to intimate 
details.

The card indexes were the Stasi’s main work tool for 
recording, storing and analysing information. It used 
indexes to structure the data it collected so that the 
stored information and archived cases could be 
accessed directly at any time. In the gigantic bureau-
cratic apparatus, the work of the secret police would 
have been nearly impossible without this information 
management. 

The Stasi headquarters in Berlin and all the district 
administrations ran index and archive departments 
under the designation Department XII. These offices 
were responsible for maintaining and updating indexes 
with the most important information for their specific 
area of responsibility. ‘Central indexes’ refer to the 
storage facilities that were managed uniformly by 
index departments.

Central indexes were used to carry out fundamental 
tasks for other Stasi service units, primarily recording 
individuals and registering cases. When a person 
became a target of the Stasi, employees of Department 
XII first checked the files to determine whether 
information already existed on that individual. The 
multi-level system allowed them to access information 
that had already been stored and archived. Moreover, 
the division of information into different files fostered 
the so-called ‘internal conspiracy’: Fearing ‘internal 
and external enemies’, the Stasi strove to maintain a 
high level of secrecy and ensure that employees only 
knew as much as they needed to do their job.

The complex centralised card index management 
system is based primarily on the central persons index 
‘F 16’ and the central case index ‘F 22’. These designa-
tions are derived from the number on the form on 
which the respective data was entered.
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The Persons Index F 16

When the ‘Kleber’ Operative Case Report (OV) was 
opened, the Stasi’s archive and index department, 
Department XII, assigned it a registration number and 
later created an index card for the persons in question, 
in this case for Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald. The 
Stasi used this card to store the collected data and make 
it easily accessible.

The F 16 card contains basic personal details: the full 
name, date of birth, personal identification number, 
nationality and address.

The registration number at the top right refers to the 
separate card index, the so-called F 22, on the case file 
created for the person.

The registration number consists of the following 
components:
•	 XIV stands for the registration area of the District 

Administration for State Security (BVfS)  
Karl-Marx-Stadt.

•	 1130 is a serial number
•	 81 refers to 1981, the year the file was created.

The Index Card F 22 for the ‘Kleber’ OV

The F 22 case index card, which can be found under 
the same registration number as in the F 16 file, states 
the type of case created, in this case, an Operational 
Case Report (OV), as well as the reason it was created, 
in this case, Section 106 (‘anti-state agitation’) of the 
GDR Criminal Code. It also includes the date on which 
the index card was created, and here, the responsible 
department, Dept. XX, and the Stasi employee in charge, 
Brand.

Only the code name ‘Kleber’ appears on the F 22. For 
reasons of secrecy, the F 22 card did not provide any 
information that allowed direct conclusions to be drawn 
about the persons recorded in this case.

When the Stasi archived the records relating to the 
‘Kleber’ OV in 1982, it entered the archive number 
2526/82 onto the index card. This number was used to 
find the corresponding file. 
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INVESTIGATION AND 
IMPRISONMENT 

3
Despite the extensive investigation being classified as a 
matter of ‘top priority’, it took the Stasi a year to finally 
identify Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald as the 
authors of the leaflets. It remains unclear which 
measures or information ultimately led the Stasi to 
the two friends. As of yet, nothing in the documents 
has been found to shed light on this, but there is a  
gap in the files.  

What is certain, however, is that the Stasi arrested 
Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald on 26 November 
1981 and sent them to the MfS pre-trial detention 
centre in the Kaßberg prison in Karl-Marx-Stadt. 
Enrico Seewald was arrested at work; Rocco Schettler 
was apprehended on his way to vocational school. 
Their parents and one of Rocco Schettler’s siblings 
were also arrested and interrogated in the Kaßberg 
prison.

The day after their arrest, the district court issued an 
arrest warrant alleging that the two men had ‘jointly 
committed multiple acts of anti-state agitation’ and 
thus violated Section 106 of the GDR Criminal Code. 
The evidence cited by the Stasi included an ‘inflamma-
tory leaflet’ entitled ‘Lessons for Peace’. 

The Stasi searched the homes of both of the young 
men’s families to gather evidence. Among other things, 
they confiscated the typewriters used to type the 
leaflets and the mopeds they had used to disperse the 
leaflets in and around Karl-Marx-Stadt. The sections of 
the photo report shown here document the police 
search of the home of Rocco Schettler’s family. Further 
evidence included ‘crime scene photos’ of the leaflets, 
a notebook in which Rocco Schettler recorded his 
actions and material expenses, and various typeface 
samples and comparisons that had been conducted to 
identify the typewriters.

On the day of arrest, when the men were still in 
pre-trial detention, the Stasi began subjecting them to 
hour-long questioning. The interrogators demanded 
that they provide ‘personal transcripts’. In the 
transcript presented here, Rocco Schettler expresses 
his unwavering critical view of the SED regime.
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← p. 26–29

Admission reports on Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald: The two 
friends were imprisoned in the Stasi pre-trial detention prison in the 
Kaßberg area of Karl-Marx-Stadt on 26 November 1981. The first page 
of the documents contains personal details, the second page explains 
the reason for the arrest – anti-state agitation under Section 106 of 
the GDR Criminal Code – and refers to interrogation protocols in the 
appendix as evidence.

← p. 30

Arrest warrant: On 27 November 1981, the Karl-Marx-Stadt district 
court issued an arrest warrant for Rocco Schettler for ‘anti-state agita-
tion’. He was accused of ‘attacking the constitutional foundations of the 
socialist state and social order of the GDR and inciting against them’.

← p. 31

Arrest warrant: The Karl-Marx-Stadt district court also issued an arrest 
warrant for Enrico Seewald on 27 November 1981 for ‘anti-state agitation’. 
He was also accused of ‘attacking the constitutional foundations of the 
socialist state and social order of the GDR and inciting against them’.

→ p. 33–40

A photo report by the Stasi documents the search of Rocco Schettler’s 
living quarters on 26 November 1981: In addition to photos of the actual 
search, the report also contains ‘crime scene photos’ – leaflets attached to 
a lamp post, notice board, construction trailer and waste container. It also 
presents photographs of building entrances with arrows marking the 
letterboxes into which ‘inflammatory leaflets’ were placed.

p. 34 
Bilder 13 und 14: Detailed view and name 
plate of the Yugoslavian portable typewriter 
‘Unis’ - tbm de luxe

p. 35
Bild 31: Extract from the A5 notebook shown 
in Fig. 30. Complete documentation of the 
book in the black-and-white photo docu-
mentation

Bild 32: General view of the garage with 
parked vehicles

p. 38
Bild 1: General view of a construction trailer 
with a leaflet attached to it. The construction 
trailer stands on the corner of Lessingstraße 
and Hohnecker Straße.

p. 39 
Bild 4 und 5: General view of another waste 
container on Lessingstraße with a leaflet 
attached to it and a close-up of the leaflet

p. 40
Bild 14: General view of the building 
entrances of Max-Krug-Str. 32-40. 
Arrow 1 points to building entrance no. 34, 
where 2 leaflets were found; Arrow 2 points 
to building entrance no. 36, where 2 leaflets 
were found. Arrow 3 points to building en-
trance no. 38, where 3 leaflets were found; 
and Arrow 4 points to building entrance 
no. 40, where 2 leaflets were found.

Notes added to documents by the 
State Security
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→ p. 42, 43

Investigation lead: The Stasi conducted typewriter tests. It determined 
in this case that the leaflet text was typed using a typewriter that had 
been manufactured in the GDR since ‘mid-October 1977’. It also analysed 
special typewriting features, such as type defects in the typewriter in 
question. 

The investigation lead points out that in the typeface of the typewriter 
used, the lower arch of the lowercase ‘a’ and the lower horizontal stroke 
of the ‘d’ are shortened.  

→ p. 44, 45

In the pre-trial prison, interrogators demanded so-called personal 
transcripts from the accused. Rocco Schettler placed the following title 
on his transcript: ‘Personal transcript on my general attitude towards 
the socio-political conditions in the GDR’. In his transcript, Rocco 
Schettler expresses his criticism of the GDR. It begins as follows: ‘I reject 
the socio-political conditions in the GDR. In my opinion, they do not 
correspond to the will of the people and are imposed. There is no rule 
of the people in the GDR.’ 
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THE VERDICT 

4
In May 1982, the district public prosecutor charged 
Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald with ‘anti-state 
agitation’. The verdict was handed down in early July: 
Rocco Schettler was sentenced to four-and-a-half years 
in prison; Enrico Seewald received a prison term of five 
years. In its ruling, the court determined that they both 
displayed ‘a hostile attitude towards essential areas of 
the socialist state and social order of the GDR’, in 
particular ‘against the leading role of the SED and 
against the principles of socialist democracy.’

The two friends were given the last word in the court 
hearing which was recorded in the minutes. Enrico 
Seewald: ‘We wanted to pull the citizens out of their 
passivity with our action. We didn’t want to cause an 
uproar. We wanted the citizens to stop accepting 
everything as it is. If the prosecutor’s petition is 
confirmed, it will only confirm my negative view of 
the GDR. The prosecutor’s criminal charges came as a 
surprise to me.’ And for Rocco Schettler, the protocol 
stated: ‘I stand by my actions. Such acts should not be 
punishable by law. I also agree with the words of my 
lawyer and the words of the first defendant. Further-
more, no differentiation should be made between our 
sentences.’

By convicting Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald, 
who were 19 and 18 years old at the time, the Stasi had 
fulfilled its duty. It had prosecuted the ‘perpetrators’ 
and put the declared ‘enemies of the state’ in prison. 
The head of the Stasi district administration, Siegfried 
Gehlert, expressed his ‘thanks and appreciation’ to the 
heads of the service units for their ‘outstanding 
political and operational work.’

The Stasi closed the ‘Kleber’ operational case report 
in September 1982.
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→ p. 49–53

The verdict against Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald for ‘anti-state 
agitation’. It first mentions the many-year prison sentences and the items, 
such as typewriters and mopeds, that were confiscated from the defend
ants. This is followed by the reasons for the verdict, parts of which are 
reproduced here. The court emphasised that the ‘basic hostile attitude’ 
that the two friends’ held towards the GDR was the reason why they had 
agreed to ‘systematically develop subversive actions.’
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← p. 54–56

After Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald were convicted and impris
oned, the ‘Kleber’ operational case report was closed and archived. The 
final report from 20 September 1982 indicates that the case was initially 
opened against ‘unknown persons’ but that the ‘perpetrators had been 
prosecuted’ as part of ‘complex processing’. The leaflets are described as 
‘inflammatory leaflets’ or ‘inflammatory texts’.
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IMPRISONMENT AND 
RELEASE 

5
Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald were transferred 
several times during their imprisonment. After nearly 
eight months in pre-trial detention in the Kaßberg 
prison in Karl-Marx-Stadt, they were sent to Cottbus 
and then to Bautzen II in January 1983. Rocco Schettler 
and Enrico Seewald had served nearly half of their 
prison sentences before the Federal Republic of 
Germany paid the GDR to have them released. Enrico 
Seewald was let out on parole on 14 October 1983; 
Rocco Schettler was freed around six months later.

In late October 1983, the head of the Bautzen II prison 
assessed Rocco Schettler in a behaviour report to the 
district public prosecutor as follows: ‘Sch. [the prisoner] 
has yet to draw the right conclusions from his offence. 
This is demonstrated by his intention to move to the 
FRG.’ In the notification of his release on 7 March 1984, 
Berlin is named as the receiving and releasing prison; 
in truth, Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald were 
‘released’ to West Germany via a special area in the 
Kaßberg prison for prisoners whose freedom had been 
paid for by the West. 

The Stasi files do not reveal how the release came 
about, what negotiations were conducted or why they 
were transferred several times during their imprison-
ment. Here, too, there is a gap in the files.

The Stasi continued to monitor them after they moved 
to the Federal Republic of Germany. Anyone who was 
released through payment from the West, or who fled 
or left the country, was banned from re-entering the 
GDR. The Stasi documented this in ‘registration 
records.’ The identical comment was attached to the 
forms for Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald: ‘actively 
engaged with reconnections as understood by the PID.’

PID, an abbreviation for ‘political-ideological diver-
sion’, was a key term used by the Stasi. It described 
politically and ideologically deviant thinking, which it 
saw as influenced by the capitalist West. The Stasi 
continued to view Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald 
as enemies; their ‘reconnections’ had to be investigated 
and further measures were required. The Stasi exam-
ined their post and monitored their political views. 
Both men continued to be a thorn in the side of the 
regime. The State Security, the ‘shield and sword of the 
party’, remained vigilant in its effort to protect the SED 
dictatorship.
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← p. 60

Behaviour report from the Bautzen II prison on Rocco Schettler from 
24 October 1983. The head of the prison refused to suspend his sentence 
and allow him to be released early. His reasoning: The prisoner still had an 
‘extremely negative’ basic attitude towards the GDR; he has ‘yet to draw 
the right conclusions from his offence.’
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← p. 62

Suspension of sentence: On 28 February 1984, the public prosecutor of the 
Karl-Marx-Stadt district suspended Rocco Schettler’s sentence. He was 
released a few days later.

→ p. 64, 65

Prison notifications on the admission of Rocco Schettler in 1981 and his 
release to the Federal Republic of Germany in 1984. On 29 February of 
that year, the district court of Karl-Marx-Stadt ordered Rocco Schettler to 
be released on 7 March.
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→ p. 67–72

After the two men resettled in the Federal Republic of Germany, the Stasi 
documented Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald in so-called ‘registration 
records’. This included an entry ban as well as personal details, such as 
their addresses in the Federal Republic. At the end of the document, 
the entry ban and personal data are addressed in more detail, including 
references to the leaflet campaign, the conviction and the ‘release’ to the 
West. Their persistent critical attitude towards the GDR is also noted.
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EPILOGUE This brochure shows how the regime could brutally 
crack-down on dissidents. But it also shows the 
enormous pressure on the State Security to investigate 
our case, in which our 432 leaflets were classified as an 
absolute priority for the Karl-Marx Stadt district 
administration. The consequences for us were terrible: 
the First Criminal Division of the Karl-Marx Stadt 
District Court, presided over by Chief Justice Paul 
Frommhold, sentenced us to five years and four-and- 
a-half years in prison. In autumn 1983 and spring 1984, 
the West German government paid to have us released. 
In the West, separated from our friends, we started a 
new life and made the most of our opportunities. After 
working in the tourism industry for many years, Rocco 
became self-employed; Enrico is a political scientist 
and works primarily on topics related to diplomacy.

Seven years after our conviction, the dictatorships in 
Eastern Europe were brought down in a revolutionary 
way. Gradually, society began the process of reckoning 
with what had happened. Many unjust verdicts were 
overturned, including ours, on the grounds that we had 
‘exercised the basic constitutional right of freedom of 
expression.’ In the local official bulletin of 24 January 
1991, Dietmar Barthel, the mayor of our hometown of 
Adorf in the Ore Mountains, spoke of us and others 
who had suffered political persecution from our village, 
noting that we ‘stood for that which was now gaining 
acceptance worldwide. These people were severely 
punished for these things [...] and everyone remained 
silent. Out of fear!’ On 15 March 1995, Gerhard Finn, 
then-chairman of the Union of the Associations of 

Victims of Communist Tyranny, stated in the Bundes
tag’s Enquete Commission ‘Reappraisal of the History 
and Consequences of the SED Dictatorship in Ger-
many’ that ‘The GDR also collapsed because it was 
unable to win over the thinking youth.’ As our example 
shows, the GDR saw expressing one’s free opinion as a 
crime.

Fortunately, we survived our pre-trial detention in 
Karl-Marx-Stadt and the prison system in Cottbus and 
Bautzen II without any damage to our health. After 
reviewing the files, we realised how important our case 
was to the Stasi and how much danger we had put 
ourselves in with our actions. Our families and friends 
were also harassed by the secret police. Freedom and 
democracy must be protected to ensure that people in 
Germany are never again persecuted for political 
reasons. Our case should serve as a warning. 

Rocco Schettler and Enrico Seewald
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The Federal Archives – Stasi Records Archive secures 
and preserves the documents of the State Security of 
the GDR at various locations. It makes them available 
to private individuals, institutions and the public 
in accordance with the legal provisions of the Stasi 
Records Act. The archive includes more than 111 
kilometres of files and more than 1.7 million photos 
as well as index cards, films, audio documents and 
microfiches. They bear witness to a web of informers, 
documents about planned injustices and wrongs 
committed, about conformist behaviour and betrayal, 
but they also offer proof of moral courage and 
resistance.

THE STASI RECORDS ARCHIVE 

VIEWING OF FILES – PRESERVATION OF RECORDS – INSIGHT INTO THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE STASI

Regardless of where they live, citizens can apply for 
access to files at all offices of the Federal Archives. An 
overview of all locations can be found in the address 
section on pp. 80, 81. Visitors can also learn more 
about the work of the archive and the methods and 
effectiveness of the Stasi during guided tours of the 
archive, events and exhibitions. 

Detailed information is available online at 
www.bundesarchiv.de/stasi-unterlagen-archiv
and www.einblick-ins-geheime.de/en
and at www.stasi‑mediathek.de.
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR BRANDENBURG

Frankfurt (Oder) Office 
Fürstenwalder Poststraße 87
15234 Frankfurt
Tel.: 030 18665-2400
frankfurt.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Cottbus Office
Karl-Marx-Straße 67
03044 Cottbus
Current events at: 
www.bundesarchiv.de/stasi-unterlagen-archiv

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR  
MECKLENBURG-WEST POMERANIA

Neubrandenburg Office
Neustrelitzer Straße 120
17033 Neubrandenburg
Tel.: 030 18665-1600
neubrandenburg.stasiunterlagenarchiv@ 
bundesarchiv.de

Rostock Office
Straße der Demokratie 2
18196 Waldeck-Dummerstorf
Tel.: 030 18665-1200
rostock.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Schwerin Office 
Görslow, Resthof
19067 Leezen
Tel.: 030 18665-1400
schwerin.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR  
SAXONY-ANHALT

Halle Office
Blücherstraße 2
06122 Halle
Tel.: 030 18665-2711
halle.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Magdeburg Office
Georg-Kaiser-Straße 7
39116 Magdeburg
Tel.: 030 18665-2200
magdeburg.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR SAXONY

Chemnitz Office
Bruno-Salzer-Straße 5
09120 Chemnitz
Tel.: 030 18665-3700
chemnitz.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Dresden Office
Riesaer Straße 7
01129 Dresden
Tel.: 030 18665-3699
dresden.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Leipzig Office 
Dittrichring 24
04109 Leipzig
Tel.: 030 18665-3333
leipzig.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THURINGIA 

Erfurt Office
Petersberg Haus 19
99084 Erfurt
Tel.: 030 18665-4700
erfurt.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Gera Office
Hermann-Drechsler-Straße 1
House 3
07548 Gera
Tel.: 030 18665-4222
gera.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Suhl Office
Weidbergstraße 34
98527 Suhl
Tel.: 030 18665-4511
suhl.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

CONTACT INFORMATION IN BERLIN

STASI RECORDS ARCHIVE

Frankfurter Allee 204
10365 Berlin-Lichtenberg
Postal address: 10106 Berlin
Tel.: 030 18665-0
post.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Citizens Advice Service 
Personal advice on requests and petitions to view files 
is provided at the following times: 
Mon–Thurs: 8 am–4 pm
Fri: 8 am–2 pm
Telephone advice and appointments:
Tel.: 030 18665-7000

Enquiries on Viewing Files for Research and Media 
Tel.: 030 18665-9051/-9061
AU5@bundesarchiv.de
AU6@bundesarchiv.de

Education and Research Department
Tel.: 030 18665-6701
VF@bundesarchiv.de

Specialised Library
Please see current hours listed on the library website: 
www.bundesarchiv.de/stasi-unterlagen-archiv/
bibliothek
Tel.: 030 18665-6826
bibliothek.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Exhibitions and Documentations
Tel.: 030 18665-6731
ausstellungen.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de

Press Enquiries
Tel.: 030 18665-7181
presse@bundesarchiv.de

STASI HEADQUARTERS. CAMPUS FOR 
DEMOCACY

Ruschestraße 103
10365 Berlin

Hours of Exhibition/Visitor Centre:
Mon–Fri: 10 am–6 pm
Sat, Sun, holidays: 11 am–6 pm

Stasi Records Archive 
Exhibition ‘Access to Secrecy’
‘House 7’
Tel.: 030 18665-6699
einblick-ins-geheime@bundesarchiv.de 
www.einblick-ins-geheime.de/en

Stasi Museum Exhibition 
‘State Security in the SED Dictatorship’
‘House 1’
Tel.: 030 5536854
info@stasimuseum.de 
www.stasimuseum.de

Visitor Centre
‘House 22’
Tel.: 030 18665-6999

Open-Air Exhibition  
‘Revolution and The Fall of the Wall’
Open daily and accessible around the clock

Education Team
‘House 1’
Tel.: 030 18665-6757
bildung.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de 
www.bundesarchiv.de/en/stasi-records-archive/
education

Campus Development and Events
Tel.: 030 18665-7196
campus.stasiunterlagenarchiv@bundesarchiv.de
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